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CONFERENCE SESSIONS
SESSION - I

9: 30 to 10: 00 AM – Inauguration

10: 15 to 11:15 AM – Dr. Dickson Despommier. ‘Re-greening Earth’

11:15 to 11:30 AM – Tea Break

11:30 to 12:30 PM – Mr. Dirk Lenie. ‘Potential for pivot irrigation in Indian Agriculture’

12:30 to 2:00 PM – Lunch Break

SESSION – II
2:00 to 3:00 PM – Dr. K.C. Das. ‘Organic Waste Management – Bioproducts and Bioenergy’

3:00 to 3: 45 PM – Mr. N.K. Gopinath. ‘Present Generation Mechanical Agricultural and 
Dairy Farm Implements’

3: 45 to 4:00 PM – Tea Break

4:00 to 4:45 PM – Dr. Arun K. Nair. ‘Nokia Life tools for Agriculture’

4:45 to 5:00 PM – Conclusion





Speaker’s Profile

Dickson D. Despommier is a microbiologist, ecologist and Professor of Public Health in
Environmental Health Sciences at Columbia University. He conducts research on intracellular 
parasitism and teaches courses on Parasitic Diseases, Medical Ecology and Ecology.
He has been awarded National Teacher of the Year – 2003 by the American Medical Student
Association, and Distinguished Teacher -2007 by Columbia University School of Medicine.
Despommier has received considerable media coverage for his ideas on vertical farming. 
With graduate students in a medical ecology class, Despommier developed the concept 
of vertical farming in 1999. Vertical farming has been brought into the forefront recently, 
with a spot in the film FUEL, articles in TIME, Scientific American, Science, coverage in 
Discovery channel, CNN, CNBC, etc.  



Dr. Dickson Despommier’s  presentation outline
10: 15 – 11: 15 AM, 4th October, 2009

Title : Re-greening Earth

Columbia Department of Environmental 
Health Science Microbiologist Dr. Dickson 
Despommier breaks down the science 
nonfiction idea that he says is a key 
component to any serious solution to the 
Earth's growing population pressures: 
Vertical Farms, urban skyscrapers housing 
productive, efficient, sustainable, and 
extremely local agriculture for an 
increasingly urbanized world: "Over the 
next 50 years there'll be 3 billion more 
people on this planet." Are Vertical Farms 
part of the answer? Dr. Despommier gives 
his insight.









Mr. Dirk Lenie is the Vice President of marketing at Lindsay Corporation, a $480 million NYSE 
company producing irrigation systems & industrial tubing. He is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the United States Irrigation Association.  He is a senior executive with over 25 
years of broad based marketing and sales experience. Seasoned leader with significant 
experience in both international business and new product development. At Lindsay he 
helped implement the company’s first ISO certified new product development process, 
analyzed acquisition opportunities in Australia and Brazil and supported International sales 
team to develop markets in China & the Middle East.

Speaker’s Profile



Mr. Dirk Lenie’s presentation outline
11: 30 – 12: 30 PM, 4th October, 2009 

An Overview of Pivot Irrigation with examples of the importance of proper 
irrigation with pivots for corn and sugar cane

 General Overview of pivot irrigation
 Pivot irrigation compared to flood irrigation

- Efficiencies
- Economics

 Control technology for efficient pivot irrigation
- Improved efficiencies
- Chemigation/Fertigation
- New control technologies

 Integrated pump technology and 
energy savings

 Pivot irrigation on corn
 Pivot irrigation on sugar cane

Title : Potential for Pivot irrigation in Indian Agriculture









“The ‘Pet Bharo’ project is an initiative of The Institute of Simplified 
Hydroponics, India, in association with the Institute of Simplified Hydroponics, 

USA”
www.petbharoproject.co.in

“Pet Bharo” means “Fill Your Stomach”

Pronounced as “Pate Burrow”

The Institute of Simplified Hydroponics is the brainchild of a Visionary called Lt Cdr (retd) 
CV Prakash, an ex-Indian Naval Submariner, now based out of Melbourne in Australia. 
"CV" is what he is known as fondly among those who know him. It is CV's wish to be 
thoroughly used up before he leaves the earth, albeit in a way, that's useful to the Gen Next.

Presentation by Lt Cdr (retd) CV Prakash about PetBharo Project





Dr. K.C. Das is Associate Professor and Director of the Biorefining and Carbon Cycling 
Program at the University of Georgia. He has worked in research, outreach and 
technology transfer related to organic waste management for over 16 years. He currently 
has links with Colombia (Cenipalma), Mexico (Universidad Autonoma de Coahuila and 
Universidad Autonoma Agraria Antonia Narro), India (TNAU and SRMU), Brazil 
(EMPRAPA), and has worked in technology transfer in Guyana. His technical areas include 
organic waste management, composting, anaerobic digestion, pyrolysis, algae processing, 
and conversion of biomass with focus on energy (renewable fuels) and value added 
products. His research has resulted in 54 peer reviewed journal articles and over 110 
conference papers and he has participated as lead or co-lead in over 70 federal, state, or 
industry funded projects.

Speaker’s Profile



Dr. K. C. Das’s presentation outline
2:00 – 3: 00 PM, 4th October, 2009 

Title: Organic Waste Management – Bioproducts and Bioenergy

Organic wastes are generated from industrial, agricultural and municipal sources.  
In most cases they are rich in nutrients and energy, and could be the basis of producing 
biofertilizers and bioenergy.  However, if not properly managed organic wastes can cause 
environmental pollution and concerns such as water pollution, attraction to disease 
carrying vectors, generation of odor, etc.  In the presentation, we will present a state of 
the art overview of two processes for managing organic wastes, namely, large-scale 
Composting and Anaerobic Digestion.  These technologies stabilize organic wastes and 
produce value added bioproducts or bioenergy, while reducing or displacing fossil fuel 
based alternatives.  Implementation of these technologies can reduce the carbon 
footprint of the adopters, thus adding a source of revenue while contributing to mitigation 
of climate change.

Composting stabilizes organic wastes through microbial action and produces an organic 
soil amendment that is rich in plant nutrients and soil benefiting properties.  We will 
present the basic design and layout of different types of large-scale composting systems 
along with their advantages and limitations.







Mr. N.K. GOPINATH a lawyer by qualification, has been associated with the engineering 
industry for over 32 years. He took the initiative to modernize Indian cultivation. 
Played a pivotal role in introducing many present generation farm implements 
and tractor attachments such as the rotary tiller, rotary slasher, mowers, post hole diggers 
and dichers. He introduced to the indian market the sugarcane harvestor, which looks all set 
to revolutionize the way sugarcane is harvested in this country. 
Collaborated with the Italian company Sovema Spa Ltd and the American Cameco Ltd, to first 
import and then indigenously produce tractor attachments. 
Entered into an original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) agreement with the tractor majors 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tafe and Eicher. Worked with these and other tractor majors on their 
R&D Platforms, to design and manufacture customized attachment for their Tractors. 
He now takes care of the interest of M/s. KUHN S. A,  a French multinational who are the 
world leaders in Agricultural machinery, for the whole of India. 

Speaker’s Profile



Title: Present Generation Mechanical Agricultural And Dairy Farm Implements

Ms. KUHN S.A of France is today the world’s largest implements manufacturer with an 
annual turnover of INR 4900 Crores approximately. 

In its 181 years of operation it has 5 factories in France, one in Netherlands, two in 
USA and one in Brazil manufacturing the wide range of agricultural implements.

Kuhn’s range covers equipments used for Land preparation, Ploughing, Seeding, 
Fertilization,Spraying, Manure spreading, Shredding of plant resuidues etc on the 
agricultural side and on the Dairy side we have Grass Cutters, Tedders, Rakes, Balers, 
Mowers, Choppers, Cattle Feed Mixers etc. 

We have entered India in the last two years and have our Representative Office in 
Chennai and have started test marketing of our implements in different states 
of India starting with Punjab.

Our TMR Mixer or cattle feed mixer where again we are the world leaders, are so 
designed to adapt the quantitites of each ingredient in the ration to the animal’s 
needs for a better nutritional balance.

Mr. N.K. Gopinath’s presentation outline
3: 00 – 3: 45 PM, 4th October, 2009 







Dr. Arun.K. Nair is in-charge of Content and BDM Agri Services, Nokia India .
Arun has a doctorate degree in Agriculture. Arun did his bachelors and masters 
degrees in Agriculture from GBPant University of Agriculture and Technology , 
Pantnagar. Arun been a professsional in the field of Agriculture for more than twenty 

years. These include working in research programs , product development , product 
promotion and sales of agri inputs, contract farming , supply chain management and 
trading of fruit and vegetables, in many states across India . Arun's last assignment 
was at the Safal National Exchange , Bangalore as Head Supply Chain and Farmer 

linkages and earlier stints include working with EID Parry , Calypso Foods, Rubber 
Research Institute of India and CIMAP.

Speaker’s Profile



Dr. Arun.K.Nair’s presentation outline
4: 00 – 4: 45 PM, 4th October, 2009 

Nokia Life Tools - Agriculture services aim to plug the 
information gaps and needs of farmers via their mobile devices, 
by providing information on crop advisory, localized weather, 
agriculture related news, and  market prices.

The agriculture service under Nokia Life Tools will focus on 
providing information relevant to the farmer community. 
Information is planned to be provided in the areas of:

 Specific Tips and Advices to Farmer
Weather Updates and Forecasts
 Agriculture related News
Crop Prices and Arrivals from relevant Markets

Title: Nokia Life Tools - Plugging the information gap in livelihood and 
life improvement domains











India’s prominent industries association is 
inviting you to be part of AGRI INTEX



participate, network, establish relationships and grow with us



For more information Contact

Arunkumar K.Ramasamy, PhD
Director, AGRI INTEX

AGRI INTEX 2009, CODISSIA, G.D.Naidu Towers,
P.B No: 3827, Huzur Road, Coimbatore,

Tamil Nadu, INDIA-641018. 
Ph: +91-422-4391915; 2221582; 2222409. 

Fax: +91-422-2222131
Mobile: +91-98940-09877

Email : chairmanagri@codissia.com, info@projectmaize.com
web: http://www.codissia.com/agriintex



Thank You


